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October 28, 1947

Hon. L. A. Woods
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Department of Education
Austin, Texas
Opinion No. V-417

Re: Authority of State Text-
book Committee to recom-
mend books submitited for
adoption according to
thelr teachable value.

Desr Sir:

We refer to your letter of October 15, re-
questing an oplnion on certaln textbook matters, from
which letter we quote ag follows:

"A letter from the President of the
Texas Associastion of 8School Administrators
has been received requesting that I ssk
your office for sn copinion ss to whether or
not the 3tate Textbook Committee 1is a free
agency with respect to the preparstion of
its report of recommendations on textbooks
offered for esdoption. The letter requests
also thet it be determined whether or not
the Committee has authority under the Stat-
utes to rank the textbooks offered for '
sdoption in the order of the Committee's
preference. . .

"In complisnce with the request of the
Chelirman of the Texss Asszocistion of School
Administrators, I am submitting the follow-
ing questlions for consideration:

"{(1) Is the State Textbook Committee
euthorlzed under the statutes to arrange 1its
report according to its own plan to the State
Board of Educstion concerning the teachsble
value of the books offered for sdoption?
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"(2) May the State Textbook Committee
in the preparsation of its report to the State
Board of Education concerning the teachable
value of the books offered for asdoption rank
these books in the order of the Committee's
preference indicating the book receiving the
highest rsting, the book recelving the second
highest rating, and the book receiving the
third highest rating, et cetera?”

Article 2675b-5, Subsection (f), V.C.S., as a-
mended by 3. B. 148, 49th Legislature, R.S., Acts 1945,
reads in part ss follows:

"The State Bosrd of Educstion shall sp-
point snnuelly a Textbook Committee to be
composed of nlne members, esch of whom shall
be an experienced and active educator en-
gaged 1n teaching in the public schools of
Texas. At lesst a msjorlty of the members
of the Committee shsll be classroom teschers
and all members shall be sppointed becsause
of unusual backgrounds of tralining and re-
cognized abllity ss teschers in the subject
fields for which adoptions are to be made
each yesr. '

"It shall be the duty of the Committee
to exsmine all books submitted for adoption
and make 1ts recommendations in writing to
the State Board of Educstlon relstive to the
teschable value of the books in the grades
and subjects for which they have been sub-
mitted.

"The Textbook Committee shsll hold 1ts
meetings where and when the 3tate Boerd of
Educstion shall determine, snd shall recelve
the same compensstlon ss members of the State
Board of Education as provided for in Sec-
tion 10 of this Act."

Clesrly, thls ststute vests authority 1n the
State Textbook Committee to examine books submltted for
adoption for their teachable value in those grades and
subjects for which they were submitted, sand, further, to
maske its written recommendations concerning their teach-
sble value to the State Board of Educetion. A. G. Opin-
ion No. 0-6056. So long as the recommendations of the
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Committee are confined to or are based upon the teach-
able value of the books they have been suthorized to
examlne, it is our opinion that broesd discretionary
power llies in ssid Committee in meking its recommends-
tions, and that the Committee may determine or adopt
any ressonable plan or method it deems best to employ
in the submission of its recommendations. The suthor-
ity granted herein to mske recommendstions, unhampered
as 1t 1s by restrictions or limitstions, would imply
and include the power to rate or rank books sccording
to thelr teschable vsaslue.

Accordingly, our answers to the two submit-
ted questions are in the affirmative.

SUMMARY

The State Textbook Committes acting in
accordance with Article 2675b-5, Subsection
(f), v.C.8., as amended, in the exercise of
its broad discretlonsry power grented there-
under, may determine or adopt esny reasonable
method or plan it deems best to employ in the
submigsion of lts written recommendation con-
cerning the teachable value of books submitted
for its examinstion, snd may rste or rank such
books according to their teaschable value as
determined by thelr evaluation and consider-

stion.
Very truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAIL OF TEXAS3
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